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What the Gerald T. and
Bonnie M. Brouder Science Center

means to the future of science
at Columbia College
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Much has changed in the physical 
landscape of Columbia College’s 
main campus in recent memory 
— the addition of Atkins-
Holman Student Commons and 
renovations of missouri Hall 
and Southwell Complex come 

to mind — but perhaps no change has affected 
the college so fundamentally as the addition 
of the Gerald T. and Bonnie m. Brouder Science 
Center. Completed in july, the state-of-the-art 
building secures the future of science at Columbia 
College — a cultural shift that will make innovation 
and discovery possible not only to main campus 
students, but also to the entire Columbia College 
community and beyond.

When former president Dr. Gerald T. Brouder and 
his team approached Simon oswald Architecture 
in 2007 to design the 53,000-square-foot science 
building, this cultural shift was evident from the 
start. “We wanted to bring the sciences together 
under one roof to encourage student centrism,” 
says Sallie Coley '75, director of Events, Protocol & 
Design. “It was a matter of accessibility — giving 
students access to their peers, teachers and classes. 
A lot of time was spent collaborating with faculty 
determining how this could be done, as well as 
defining their current and future teaching needs.” 

“But it is even more than this,” says Bob Hutton, 
executive director of Administrative Services. “This 
building embodies and exemplifies everything 
we stand for: teaching and learning, flexibility 
and innovation, quality and improvement and 
environmental and fiscal stewardship.  The Brouder 
Science Center is a huge step on the path to being a 
model institution.”

Simon oswald Architecture responded to the 
college’s needs and designed an environmentally 
responsible facility that would encourage interaction 
between students and faculty with plenty of light 
and scenic views, one that would feel contemporary 
but blend into the existing campus. 

“The design of the building responds to the 
surrounding Columbia College landscapes, 
academic and athletic buildings, streetscapes and 
playing fields, rising tall where it needs to and 
nestling down into more intimate spaces at other 
locations,” says nick Borgmeyer, project manager 
and associate at Simon oswald Architecture. “The 
building design and detailing honors Columbia 
College’s history and traditional values while 
emphasizing the college’s modern approach to 
education and focus on the sciences.”

The focus on sciences and interaction is clear, with 
13 teaching labs for biology, chemistry, anatomy, 
physical sciences and forensic sciences, 10-bed 
and two simulation bed instructional laboratory 
for nursing, 16 faculty and four staff offices, four 
general classrooms and a 126 seat lecture and small 
performance hall — all housed in one location.

“There isn’t anything I’ve seen that’s close to 
this design in terms of finishes and technology,” 
says jerry Daugherty, president of Reinhardt 
Construction and general contractor for the building 
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along with S.m. Wilson Construction. “It fits the 
needs of the students and the faculty. It was a 
dream of Dr. Brouder’s and I think it will transform 
the campus.”

That transformation is evident. “It gives us a 
home,” says kent Strodtman, assistant professor 
of biology. “It’s really important for student 
collaboration, but also for student-instructor 
collaboration.”

“It’s really neat that there’s a big building specifically 
for science majors,” says senior Alex Saul, who’s 
double majoring in forensic science and biology. “It 
makes the education experience better. It’s a place 
where we belong.”

It’s not only students and faculty on the main 
campus who benefit from the building. With one 
room dedicated to the Columbia College nursing 
network, an interactive teaching program, students 
at Columbia College-Lake of the ozarks are able 
to engage with the building’s state-of-the-art 
education. “Using the Columbia College nursing 

network allows students at both the Lake and 
Columbia campuses to receive the same didactic 
instruction from quality, experienced, dedicated 
nurse educators,” says kelli Schnell, site coordinator 
for nursing at the Lake of the ozarks campus.

As technology in science evolves, the building will 
evolve with it. The laboratory spaces are designed 
with flexibility in mind to accommodate growth and 
changing needs.

Linda Claycomb, chair of the nursing program, 
speaks to this. “We live in an era where growth in 
the sciences is phenomenal … this building holds 
the physical and human resources necessary to 
demonstrate this commitment to our students and 
the community.”

This commitment to the sciences is felt far and wide; 
only time will tell how far it will go.

“Accomplishing greatness is a journey,” Claycomb 
says. “The sciences of Columbia College will flourish 
in this building.”

“the building design
honors Columbia 

College’s history and
traditional values 

while emphasizing
the college’s

modern approach to
education and focus 

on the sciences.”


