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Legacy is an interesting concept, and not because those who initiate a 

tradition even realize they’re doing so. It’s also impossible to determine 

how long-lasting it will become. In the following pages, you will meet 

three families who � rst entered the halls of Columbia (Christian) College, 

unaware of the traditions they were starting, but their legacies prove that 

bright futures are best determined by the strength of their roots. 

LEGACIES

b y  L A U R A  D A U G H E R T Y

Price family photos by
T H E  M I T C H E L L ’ S  P H O T O G R A P H Y

C O L U M B I A  C O L L E G E

A Family Tradition

Opposite page seated from left: Peggy Lamke Price ‘43, Lily Mae Petitt, Gayle Jennings Price Gibb ‘73
Standing from left: Abby Price, Barbara Greene Price ‘72, Beth Price ‘98
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vy is an unusually hardy 
plant; it takes root where 
it clings and expands 
into off -shoots, gaining 
strength along the way. 

the same rootedness could be 
used to describe peggy lamke 
price ’43 and her family, whose 
legacy at Columbia (Christian) 
College spans fi ve generations.

peggy’s maternal grandmother, 
mary Virginia Ruth (molly) Bassett 
Jennings 1871, fi rst entered 
the school in 1869, when it 
was known as Christian female 
College. peggy speculates 
her grandmother’s parents 
encouraged molly, who was the 
only girl among 10 older brothers, 
to attend the school because of 
the quality of academics and its 
reputation as a fi nishing school.

“We are all interested in 
education,” peggy says of her 
family’s loyalty to the college.  
“We always have been.”

one hundred twelve years after the fi rst Ivy Chain 
was held outside St. Clair hall, the ceremony has 
expanded nationwide. Graduating seniors anywhere 
can participate in the event, which is one of the 
oldest traditions at the college. A continuous length 
of greenery is draped across students’ shoulders. the 
ivy is then cut into individual segments that signify a 
new phase of life and a special bond with Columbia 
College and their classmates.

Ivy Chain 

“the ceremony symbolizes our unity as a 
graduating class as well as our individuality as 
we move on to bright futures,” says graduate Kyle 
Christian, who spoke at the ceremony in may 2012. 
“this Ivy Chain ceremony truly represents our time 
here at Columbia College. the ivy that lies across 
our shoulders represents the connections each 
of us has made during our time here at Columbia 
College.” 

By the time peggy was born, her 
family’s legacy at the college 
was all but solidifi ed. following 
her grandmother’s graduation in 
1871, her mother, Ruth howard 
Jennings lamke, along with 
three sisters attended Christian 
College in the early 1900s. peggy 
grew up viewing Christian 
College as a “wonderful” place 
and considered attending, 
but her parents wanted her to 
experience a new environment. 
She attended national park 
College in forest Glen, md. after 
the start of World War II, but the 
war forced the college to close at 
the end of her fi rst year. After she 
moved back home to missouri, 
she felt Christian College was an 
ideal fi t to fi nish her degree.

 “they made me feel right at 
home,” peggy says of her Christian 
College peers. During her time at 
Christian College, peggy sang for 
the Double Sextette and recalls 
fond memories, such as singing 
at pajama night and serving soup 
to the college president as a war-
time volunteer waitress “and not 
spilling a drop,” she says, laughing. 
“my experiences at the college 
were all so great. All of them.”

When it came time for peggy’s 
daughter, Gayle Jennings price 
Gibb ’73, to choose a college, 
Gayle says she felt “no pressure” in 
deciding to become the family’s 
fourth generation at the college. 
“everything I wanted to know 
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to me, and I’d been there several 
times,” Gayle says. “I was thrilled to 
join the Double Sextette 30 years 
after my mother, and the college 
felt familiar. It felt like home.” 

other family members echo 
the same sentiment. peggy’s 
granddaughter, Abby price, 
says it was “absolutely” her 
decision to attend by-then 
Columbia College, likening the 
college to a “family reunion,” 
even though she attended 
Columbia College–Springfi eld. 
Another granddaughter, Beth 
price ’98, says: “I decided to go 
there because my mom and 
grandmother and aunt went 
there, quite honestly.” 

for peggy’s third granddaughter, 
Rachel Gibb new ’05, familiarity 
with the college only heightened 
her curiosity. “It was mysterious,” 
she says of the college. “my family 
had gone there for generations, 
and I was interested in what it 
was like. I would go back 100 
times over.”

peggy’s daughter-in-law, Barbara 
Greene price ’72, graduated from 
Columbia College, not knowing 
that she would later marry into 
a family of Columbia (Christian) 
College graduates. “I knew she 
would approve,” Barbara says of 
peggy, laughing.

When asked how the college has 
changed over the years, peggy 
cites the education. “I think the 
education is even stronger now,” 
she says. “of course, it’s more 
universally available,” referencing 
the time of transition in 1970, 
when the college changed from 
a two-year all-female college to a 
four-year coeducational college 
and underwent a name change 
from Christian to Columbia 

College. “progress had to be 
made,” she says. peggy served on 
the Columbia College national 
Alumni Association at the time 
and describes how proud she 
was to give back to her alma 
mater through her services as 
board member and president 
of the Alumni Association and 
later as a member of the Board of 
trustees. She served on the Board 
of trustees from 1975 to 2008, 
and witnessed several college 
presidents and their teams 
advance the college during those 
years. peggy served as president 
of the Alumni Association from 
1971 to 1973, “100 years after 
my grandmother went there 
and right when my daughter 

Alumni
Legacy Grant
& Scholarship

Alumni Legacy Grant,
for children of alumni, a 

15-percent tuition discount for 
prospective freshmen students; 

for grandchildren of alumni,
a 10-percent tuition discount

Alumni Legacy Scholarship,
for children of alumni with a

26 ACt and 3.5 GpA, a 20-percent 
tuition discount for prospective 

freshmen students; for 
grandchildren of alumni meeting 

that same criteria, a 15-percent
tuition discount

These grants or scholarships 
are available to students

who attend traditional Day 
classes in Columbia, Mo.

for more information on how 
you can continue your legacy 
at Columbia College, contact 

Kristen Bagwill at (800) 231-2391,
ext. 7539 or kbbagwill@ccis.edu;

or online at www.columbia
collegealumni.org/referastudent

“The college
felt familiar.

It felt like home.”
— Gayle Jennings price Gibb ’73

Opposite page, left: Peggy Price’s 1943 yearbook
photo;  Right: 1943 Sextette music ensemble



42
C

C
 L

eg
ac

ie
s

was starting,” she says, shaking 
her head as if the extent of her 
family’s legacy still amazes her.

Wanting to ensure her 
commitment to education at the 
college continued, peggy and her 
husband, Jim, gave an endowed 
gift to Columbia College in 
1998. the scholarship, named 
the price-lamke-Jennings-
Bassett Scholarship in honor 
of her family, benefits students 
who are children of alumni, 

who demonstrate an interest 
in extracurricular activities 
and maintain good academic 
standing.

“that’s the interesting part,” 
she says. “you don’t realize 
what you’re teaching is going 
to impact future generations. 
to me, legacy is what you give 
of yourself, and what you pass 
along to the next generation to 
keep alive those thoughts, those 
morals, those traditions.”

And tradition is exactly what 
peggy imagines when she thinks 
of ivy. She explains that ivy clings 
to that upon which it grows 
— bricks for example, which 
comprise many of the buildings 
on campus. “Ivy has leaves, 
meaning, to me, the friendships 
and the people I came to know. 
even though it’s cut (at the close 
of the Ivy Chain Ceremony), we 
still have those friendships.” later 
she acknowledges, “We still have 
those roots.”
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TELL US YOUR STORY!

If you have a relative who also 

graduated from Columbia College 

or is currently enrolled at CC, 

you are a Columbia College 

legacy. please visit https://

www.surveymonkey.com/s/

ccfamilylegacy to share your 

family’s experiences at CC. 

Photos courtesy of
Peggy Lamke Price ‘43

Alumni Referral Grant
If an alumnus formally refers a student to be 
enrolled at Columbia College’s day campus in 
Columbia, mo., that student is eligible for an 
Alumni Referral Grant, which is a $500 tuition-
based grant renewable for up to three years. 

for more information, contact Kristen Bagwill 
at (800) 231-2391, ext. 7539 or kbbagwill@
ccis.edu; or www.columbiacollegealumni.org/
referastudent

Virtual Commencement
everyone — students, friends, family, faculty 
— can participate in Columbia College’s Virtual 
Commencement Ceremony. Simply visit 
www.ccis.edu/virtualcommencement to hear 
president Brouder’s video message, statements 
from alumni and to see an Ivy Chain video.

Virtual commencement includes reading of the 
names and a diploma view for each graduate 
(searchable by campus or degree) as “Pomp 
and Circumstance” plays. Guests can also view 
graduate profi les and sign a guestbook — or 
send Rose notes — to off er congratulations. 

“the successful completion of your college 
degree is cause for great celebration,” Dr. 
Brouder says in his address.  “While you are 
leaving with your degree today, from campus 
or from the comfort of your own home, you will 
always be a part of Columbia College.”
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eography is one 
way to determine 
closeness between 
two points, but for 
helen (Boo) Cates 

neary and daughter helen 
(Dale) Coe Simons ’65, living 800 
miles from the main campus 
does not lessen the bonds they 
established there.

“It made a lasting impact on 
me,” says Boo of her education 
at Christian College. Growing 
up in texas in the 1930s, she 
hadn’t heard of Christian College 
until her brother, then a student 
at Kemper military School in 
Boonville, mo., thought she would 
like the college.

following her brother’s advice, 
Boo attended Christian College 
from 1936 to 1937. “I was always 
delighted I had made that decision 
to attend Christian College,” she 
says.  “the professors gave so 
much time to every student … 
they helped me so much.”

faced with the challenges of the 
Great Depression, Boo returned 
home to enter business school. 
Despite the transition, Christian 
College had made a lasting 
impression on her. “I cherished 
the items I brought home with 
me,” she said, citing roses from 

During their September 
2012 trip to the main 
campus, Boo and Dale 
once again walked 
through Rogers Gate.

friends and scrapbooks she made. 
“But more than that, it’s where I 
learned to study.”

When Boo’s daughter, Dale, 
expressed an interest in 
attending Christian College, Boo 
realized how much her positive 
experience at the college had 
impacted her daughter. “It 
pleased me very much,” Boo says 
of her daughter’s decision to 

attend Christian College. “I had 
never discussed it with her one 
way or another.”

“She encouraged me to fi nd a 
place where I could excel,” Dale 
says of her mother. “Knowing 
that my mother went to Christian 
College made me feel safe, 
coming from texas … and there 
was trust. Being a legacy put a 
trust in the education.” 

A Lasting Impression
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  lthough mary Agnes Starr mcQuinn ’54 and her 
grandson, Sergeant edward Arndt, have always had 
a close relationship, she never imagined the two of 
them would share degrees from the same institution.

“living in minnesota, I never in my wildest dreams expected any 
of my grandchildren to attend Columbia College,” she says, citing 
that the college had only one location and 350 students when she 
was a student. So when her grandson discovered that enrolling in 
Columbia College’s online program, above any other program, was 
“the best and most effi  cient way” to fi nish his 
degree, mary Agnes was amazed.

“he called and told me, ‘you’re never going 
to believe this,’” she says with a laugh. “I was 
surprised to discover this mode of fi nishing 
up credits was possible (through the online 
program). I’ve been so gratifi ed that Columbia 
College was able to transition to something so 
cutting-edge … so forward.”

“It’s an exciting opportunity to follow in her 
footsteps,” edward says. “She spoke so highly of 
the quality of academics, and now it’s one of the 
leaders in supporting military personnel. It’s pretty cool to see how 
it’s evolved.” And he’s happy to keep it in the family. Aside from 
the quality of academics, “She’s one of the main reasons I chose 
Columbia College,” he says of his grandmother.

From left:
Al McQuinn, 
Sergeant Edward 
Arndt, and Mary 
Agnes Sta rr 
McQuinn ’54. 
The McQuinn 
family has helped 
support several 
educational 
advancements at 
the college, most 
recently with the 
construction of 
the new science 
building.

though she returned to texas 
after graduating in 1965, Dale’s 
involvement at the college was 
just beginning. She has served 
on the Columbia College Alumni 
Association Board since 2002 and 
was president of the association 
from 2009 to 2011. She was 
named a trustee of the college in 
early 2012.

“It’s wonderful to give back to 
Columbia College because of what 
it gave to both of us,” Dale says.

Although Dale is accustomed to 
the commute between Austin, 
texas and the main campus in 
Columbia, mo., Boo’s fi rst visit 
to campus since her daughter’s 
graduation came just a few 
months ago, in September 
2012.  “I’ve never felt like such a 
celebrity,” Boo says of her time 
on campus.  “everyone was so 
nice and I got to walk through 
Rogers Gate one last time…. It 
was marvelous to see what has 
changed since I was there.”

But many qualities remain the 
same. “So many of the values we 
had still emerge today — small 
classes, good academics, student-
centeredness,” Dale explains. 
“those institutional values will 
never be lost.”

She adds with a chuckle, “Which is 
why I’m determined to get at least 
one of my eight grandchildren to 
go there.”


